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BLACK DIAMOND WASTEWATER INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADE 

New wastewater facilities to serve Black Diamond's growing population 
 
As part of its mission to protect public health and the environment, King County is responsible 
for conveying and treating wastewater collected by 34 local city and sewer agencies in the 
King County region. Wastewater from Black Diamond homes and businesses is collected by 
the City of Black Diamond's local sewer system and then transported to King County's South 
Treatment Plant in Renton through a network of conveyance pipelines and pump stations 
operated by the county and the Soos Creek Water & Sewer District. 
 
King County is working with the City of Black Diamond to build new wastewater 
facilities 
Growth in Black Diamond is projected to reach approximately 20,000 residents by 2025. As 
the city's wastewater conveyance and treatment provider, King County must build additional 
wastewater capacity in Black Diamond to accommodate the projected growth. 
 
The City of Black Diamond and King County are working together on plans to build new 
wastewater management facilities that will provide additional capacity in two phases. The 
capital and operating costs for these new facilities will come from revenues generated by 
sewer rates and hook up charges for new development.  
 
Phase One: wastewater storage facility 
The first phase centers on 
construction of an enclosed 
storage facility to equalize peak 
flows entering the existing pump 
station near Jones Lake. Peak 
flows will be stored and released 
slowly over time to avoid 
overwhelming the downstream 
conveyance system. See figure for 
information about the general 
location of storage facility 
alternatives. 
 
The 750,000-gallon storage facility 
will extend the life of existing 
equipment and defer the need to 
build additional new pumping and 
pipeline facilities for several years. 
The phase one storage facility is 
currently projected to be built in 
2010-2011 timeframe.
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Phase Two: additional wastewater capacity to accommodate Black Diamond as it grows 
Phase two improvements could include larger conveyance facilities, a satellite treatment 
facility or a combination of both. A satellite treatment facility would be required to treat 
effluent to a standard high enough for it to be used to recharge wetlands, irrigate nurseries 
and parks, and for some industrial uses. Planning for phase two will be conducted 
simultaneously with the development of the phase one storage facility. The phase one 
storage facility will be compatible with any other improvements built in phase two. Phase two 
facilities are projected to be operating by 2020. 
 
Schedule 

 
Year Phase One Phase Two 
2008 • Alternative development and 

screening 
• Public meeting 
• Alternative selection and predesign 
• Environmental review 

• Initial stakeholder workshop 
• Develop evaluation criteria 
• Begin evaluation process 
• Identify potential projects 
• Continue public outreach 

2009 • Design and permitting  • Complete evaluation  
• Present findings to the community 

2010 • Facility construction • Select preferred alternative 

2011 • Facility operation • Begin implementation 
 
Your comments and ideas are welcome 
 
King County is committed to being a good neighbor and is interested in learning your view 
about this project. Together with the City of Black Diamond, King County's project team is 
working to ensure the new facilities fit with the community. The project team will work directly 
with the City and community to address concerns and minimize the project's potential 
community and environmental impacts. These efforts will continue during environmental 
review, permitting, construction and the facilities' long-term operations and maintenance.  
 
For more information on the Black Diamond Wastewater Infrastructure Upgrade: 
 

• Contact Doug Marsano at 206- 684-1235 or via email: Doug.Marsano@kingcounty.gov 
• Visit the project Web site: http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wtd/projects/BlackDiamond/index.htm 
 


